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7.0 references 
synopsis 
Infrastructure is a key element to formulate urban fabric nowadays. Vehicular roads / streets 
are always happened in linear form to cross each other. However, this network cut off the 
inner city and promenade area. Pedestrian flow networks are found competing with this 
vehicular net and struggling in-between the building blocks. An elevated linkage becomes 
an independent connection complex overlay the existing vehicular network. 
The vehicular flow is forming a barrier to break the continuity of urban fabric A linear form 
of footbridge serves as a resolution to solve the problem of discontinuity. However, the pe-
destrian movement are limited in linear direction. Repetitious and boring walking experi-
ence on footbridges causes declination of our sensational awareness to the surrounding. In 
addition, existing footbridges and subways with limited capacity which cannot be accom-
modated the ever expanding pedestrian flow especially the newly reclaimed land will be 
developed. It demands to explore the possibilities for enhancing the pedestrian movement 
in the hustle and bustle business quarters. A free-walking pedestrian surface would be an 
alternative solution. 
sign in terms of topographical and landscaping strategies to connect the fragmented urban 
fabric. 
An elevated walkway system ； I resolution to solve the problem of discontinuity of urban fabric. 
•0 thematic issues 
(1) Pedestrian initiation 
tion provision on both ground and elevated level to serve as (i) a connector to link up with 
the major spaces and nodes of development and (ii) a collector which is a flow of events to 
attract different kind of people there to enjoy the city. 
To create Points to react with the existing field and generate new density and intensity for 
establishing series of places. 
The new points and the surfaces 
acter inthecity. 
interacting with each other. It will become a new char-
> 
Existing footbridge system is a linear element to connect buildings free walking surface suggests multiple directions ‘ 
The form of footbridge can be interpret-
ed as linear elements across the city and 
physically linking up with the building 
fabrics in the network. However, a kind 
of isolation could be found between the 
elevated footbridge network and the 
ground level in the existing condition. 
They are forming two separated layer of 
pedestrian flow. 
Explore the possibilities of creation of 
new surface and integration of activi-
ties to become an alternative approach 
to enhance pedestrian movement in 
response to the surrounding of urban 
fabric. 
•0 thematic issues 
(2) Urban life extension 
The free walking surfaces consist of different pro-
grammatic zones which responses to the topo-
graphical changes to form a continuous flow of 
event places. This alternative approach for pedes-
trian movement is not only increasing the comfort 
of urban living, but also improving the 'street' en-
vironment so as to facilitate different kinds of pro-
grammes to make a pleasant environment in the 
city. 
(3) Open space provision 
Scattered open spaces could be easily found in the 
urban city at street level, elevated level and base-
ment. They are in form of isolated urban parks, un-
der-used promenade or left over spaces. The left-
over spaces between buildings are often became 
'landscape garden' or park. Explore the possibility 
to use landscaped topology approach, both inside 
and outside, to connect the scattered open spaces 
and existing urban fabric to enhance the circulation 
networks and regenerate a new focus of city. 
Computer flow Diagram extracts from Stan Allen, Points . 
Lines, Princeton Architectural Press 1999, p.53 
2.0 study area introduction 
Footbridges are located above ground level crossing roads, water or railways. It provides 
a continuous flow of pedestrians to cross safely and reduce traffic congestion. Accesses to 
footbridges are normally by escalators, lifts, stairs and ramps. 
In Hong Kong, the planning and layout design of pedestrian crossing facilities are normally 
carried out by the Transport Department The maintenance works should be carried out by 
Highways Department As a result, most of the footbridges become an engineering product. 
They only to serve the basic function for pedestrian movement and the 'design'are based 
on the calculation of efficiency. Thus, most of the footbridges seem to be the same. Conse-
quently, repetitious and monotonous walking experience on footbridges causes declination 
of our sensational awareness to the surrounding. 
Given that some bridges may have to be constructed over streets or may link buildings 
which have integrated functions / associated interests, their aesthetics have direct impact to 
the cityscape. Aesthetic aspects like landscaping, structural design, colour scheme and etc 
should be concerned, therefore the 'Advisory Committee on the Appearance of Bridges and 
Associated Structures'(ACABAS) has been set up in order to give advice to Highways Depart-
ment on the design and appearance of highway structures. 
A sense of isolation could be found between the elevated footbridge network and the 
ground level in the existing condition. They are forming two separated layer of pedestrian 
flow. Although the existing footbridge network can encourage activities during weekends, 
it still cannot function as a decent social space. The footbridge network should also be the 
event place at any time as it generates a strong intensity of pedestrian flow everyday. 
2.1 study area potential site analysis - mongkok 




Both Mongkok and Central is a high population density district in Hong Kong. Pedestrian 
flow networks are found competing with the vehicular net and struggling in-between the 
building blocks. An elevated linkage becomes an independent connection complex overlay 
the existing vehicular mesh to provide a continuous flow to cross safely and reduce traffic 
congestion. However, both of the long footbridge linkages are only used for circulation pur-
pose and no activities happen there. 
Thus, they are appropriated for exploring the issues between the circulation movement net-
works and the urban area. 
Langham 
Place 
Mongkok is a high population density district. According to Guinness World Records, Mong-
kok has the highest population density in the world (mean 130,000 per km sq.). 
The district is energetic with a mixture of old and new, commercial and residential, sports 
and shops. 
Mongkok preserves it traditional characteristics with street markets, small shops and food 
stalls. Street activities becomes a major feature of Mongkok. 
Some popular shopping plazas are located there like Mongkok Computer Center, Grand Cen-
tury Place, Sino Centre Arcade and etc. Langham Place is an urban redevelopment scheme in 
central Mongkok.The redevelopment comprises a shopping mall, hotel and office complex 
to become the tallest landmark in Mongkok district. 
Traffic congestion and accidents are well-known problems in Mongkok. Roads occupy about 
40% landuse in the district. Various kinds of transportation will pass through Mongkok to 
become a major transportation hub in HK. 
2.1 study area 
mongkok brief 
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2.1 study area potential site analysis - mongkok 
mongkok 
footbridge link 
The design of the footbridge system 
was based on HyD Standards. 
It is one of the longest covered foot-
bridges in Hong Kong with access by 
escalators, stairs and lifts. 
Approximately 400m footbridge sys-
tem starts at Grand Century Place, 
runs through the Bute Street, along 
Sai Yee Street to Mongkok Road and 
leading to the Mongkok KCR station 
in 6 minutes 
The width of the footbridge is be-
tween 5.5m and 8.5m. 
t 




paths The street pattern is in grid. 
Street activities and street markets 
can be found in Tung Choi Street (La-
dies' street), Fa Yuen Street, Flower 
Market, etc. 
2.1 study area potential site analysis - mongkok 
mongkok 
open space Lacking of public open space, open 
plaza and greenery area. 
land use pattern Generally, there are 3 major types of 
shops in Mongkok; they are (1) aquat-
ic, (2) multimedia and (3) sport. 
Grand Century Place is a shopping 
mall which fully connected with KCRC 
station. 
The shopping mall is enclosed by in-
stitutional buildings and a bus termi-
nal. 
2.1 study area 
central brief 
potential site analysis - mongkok 
Central is the main financial district in Hong Kong, many multinational financial services 
corporations have set up their headquarters there. It houses many skyscrapers and famous 
shopping atriums and malls like the Landmark, IFC mall. 
There is a large portion of areas are for residential use especially the slope below the Mid-
levels. 
SoHo district and Lan Kwai Fong is a famous entertainment zone.They consist of restaurants, 
bars, nightclubs, art galleries and antique stores. Through the Central-Mid-Levels escalators 
can get to Soho easily. 
Vehicular roads like Connaught Road Central, Des Voeux Road Central are the main obstruc-
tion to break the continuity of urban fabric 
Open space are unevenly distributed in Central District. Statue Square, Edinburgh Place, 
Charter Garden, HK Park and HK Zoological & Botanical Gardens are the major public open 
space. 
2.1 study area potential site analysis - mongkok 
central 
footbridge link Buildings are separated by roads, a 
footbridge network system to con-
nect city fabric to allow continuity 
movement becomes an important 
pedestrian linkage in the city. 
However, the network systems were 
in clusters form. 
paths The complexity of the road network 
system. The roads divided the lands 
into irregular shape. 
2.1 study area potential site analysis - mongkok 
central 
open space Open space are unevenly distributed 
in Central district. 
non-functional 
There is a few functional open space 
in the commercial district. 
functional + 
The leftover space between buildings 
are often became 'landscape garden' 
or park. 
figure & ground The figure - ground plan shows the 
morphology of the central district. 
Buildings were running along the wa-
ter edge in different period of time. 
site selection Central 
After the general site study of two districts, Central is selected for the thesis because of 
- the rich urban context, 
- high pedestrian flow rate, 
- vehicular road is the major cut to break the urban contnuity, 
- characteristics in Central are strong 
- a large portion of underused open space along promenade area to be developed 
Thus, there is a great potential and challenge to explore an alternative way to improve the 
pedestrian network from the inner city to the promenade area. 
3.0 abstract 
Infrastructure is a key element to formulate urban fabric nowadays. Vehicular roads / streets 
are always happened in linear form to cross each other. However, this network cut off the 
inner city and promenade area. Pedestrian flow networks are found competing with this 
vehicular net and struggling in-between the building blocks. An elevated linkage becomes 
an independent connection complex overlay the existing vehicular network. 
The thesis will explore the alternative approach for pedestrian movement / circulation de-
sign in terms of topographical and landscaping strategies to connect the fragmented urban 
fabric. 
The form of footbridge can be interpreted as linear elements across the city and physically 
linking up with the building fabrics in the network. Existing footbridges and subways with 
limited capacity which cannot be accommodated the ever expanding pedestrian flow es-
pecially the newly reclaimed land will be developed. It demands to explore the possibilities 
for enhancing the pedestrian movement in the hustle and bustle business quarters. A free-
walking pedestrian surface would be an alternative solution. 
Landscape has capacity to enhance public life. The surface as bearer of elements is the key 
strategic field on which landscapes may be organized and designed. The surface pattern 
generated by pedestrian flow can also be integrated with open space; piazzas, leisure and 
cultural activities and programmatic functions to become a unique infrastructure coexist 
with the urban fabric. 
4.0 theoretical studies What is Landscape? 
landscape as noun, as object or scene is quieted in order to emphasize, Landscape as verb, 
as process or activity.' James Corner 
landscape as active surface invokes the functioning matrix of connective tissue that or-
ganizes not only objects and spaces but also the dynamic process and events that move 
through them.The surface is the organizational substrate that collects, distributes and con-
denses all the forces operating upon it.' Alex Wall 
The term landscape was associated with a particular style of painting in from the 17th and 
18th Centuries. The Concise Oxford Dictionary defines landscape as "Natural or imaginary 
scenery, as seen in a broad view".And in the Pocket Oxford Dictionary defines landscape as 
'features of land-area as seem in broad view." Both of the above definitions stress the picto-
rial or visual elements of landscape; it is a significant visual dimensional to the concept of 
landscape. 
Simon Michael Schama, a British professor of history and art history at Columbia Unviersity, 
in his Landscape and Memory (1995)'suggests that natural/ecological and visual/aesthetic 
factors are not enough adequate to provide a definition of'land scape'. Land becomes land-
scape when its cultural values are recognized. In order to capture the cultural qualities of 
landscape, it is necessary for the mapping study to identify those aspects which make mani-
fest or contribute to its cultural and psychological significance. Such features might include 
temples, buildings or districts which specific cultural connotations (often those designated 
as scheduled ancient monuments). 
theoretical studies Landscape Urbanism 
process in time / transition / change: 
Ecology 
landscape ecology 
landscape as a medium that most closely approximates the 
open-endedness of urbanization. 
combination of biology and technology to spawn biotech, or 
of evolutionary science with business management to pro-
duce organizational dynamics. 
it bears upon the continual need for cities and landscapes to 
be flexible, to be capable of responding quickly to changing 
needs and demands, while themselves projective new sets of 
effect and potential 
concentrating on the organization of human activities in 
the natural landscape, the leftover void spaces of the city as 
potential commons. 
link structures to specific flows of populations, activities, con-
struction materials and time. 
surface / horizontality 
as a mosaic of 'the total spatial and visual entity of human 
living space'that integrates the environment, living systems, 
and the manmade. 
flexible and open, allowing the ad hoc emergence of perfor-
mative social patterns and group alliances that eventually 
colonize these surfaces in provisional yet deeply significant 
ways. 
future direction 
because of its extensive scale and scope, its inclusive prag-
matism and creative techniques, its prioritization of infra-
structure and process, its embrace of indeterminacy and 
open-endedness, and its vision of a more wholesome and 
heterogeneous world. 
a search for hidden pockets of po-
tential 
for opportunities in places where previsouly were thought to 
be none, consequently, the urban surface becomes a site of 
new and unexpected events 
urban regeneration method adaptive reuse the abandoned site / old cities (conversion to lofts/apartment) to activate inner-city area. 
theoretical studies Landscape Urbanism 
P'hKill', Pjfk m StWfn klrwrl, MV Op^ ro 
ture is more capable of organizing the city and enhancing the urban experience. 
Landscape urbanism perceives cities and the realms within as natural processes constantly 
changing and evolving, therefore it requires flexible and adaptable mechanism to emerge, 
to configure and re-configure. This is driven by the analysis of existing and potential condi-
tions on site, hence providing a set of parameters that govern the design of dynamic forces 
that currently shape the cities from the social and political realm to the actual environmental 
infrastructure. 
It has emerged as an operation which is most suitable in dealing with the multiple conditions 
like systems, programs, and ecologies affecting large scale urban sites, public buildings, pub-
lic spaces as well as urban infrastructure. Landscape in this context provides a strategy for 
creating programmatically open-ended event surfaces that promote rather than prescribe 
uses and are adaptable to change over time. 
Recovery of Site 
Landscape architecture has traditionally sought to recover sites and places, employing site 
phenomena as generative devices for new forms and programs. In recent years, the recovery 
of sites has not only assumed mnemonic and temporal significance but also biological im-
portant, as lost or impoverished ecologies are restored and diversified. Thus, the reclaiming 
of sites might be measure in three ways: 
(1) in terms of retrieval of memory and the cultural enrichment of place and time; 
(2) in terms of social program and utility, as new uses and activities are developed, 
(3) in terms of ecological diversification and succession. In this threefold way, the inventive 
traditions of landscape architecture actively renew the significance of those cultural and 
natural processes that undergird the richness of all life on earth. 
Recovering landscape concerns ecology and environment. Landscape is often equated with 
the expression of ecological phenomena. These expressions are found not only in preserved 
natural vistas but, more significantly, in the regional and global ecosystems depicted in aerial 
photography and satellite imaging. 
perspectives discussed by both Denis Cosgrove and Charles Waldheim 
theoretical studies Landscape Urbanism 
With reference to MarcTreib's essay,' Nature Recalled； he argues landscape can no 
longer be considered solely as decoration around the base of building; rather, it has 
come to assume deeper roles of contextualization, heightening experiences, and 
embedding time and nature in the built world. 
It is increasing recognized that landscape harbours a profound environmental and 
existential promise for architecture and urbanism, provoking new forms of experience, 
meaning and value.The still emerging architectural conception of landscape, then , 
is less that of scenery, greenery, wilderness, and arcadia and more that of a pervasive 
梦''milieu, a rich imbroglio of ecological, experiential, poetic and expressively living 
dimension. 
James Corner,"Recovering Landscape", Princeton Architectural Press, pi6-17 
A mechanism to deal with a specific set of problems: 
)Increasingly decentralized cities, such as the post-Fordlst landscapes of urban edges 
and the low density landscapes. 
)Brownfield and former industrial sites that 
tional development. 
usually outside the purview of tradi-
to create new hybrid forms of public spaces, 
4.) Landscape as a remedial agent within urban areas, in the developing 
developed world. 
the 
Educatonum in Utrecht 
by Rem Koolhaas 
Olympic Sculpture Park m New York 
t)y Bemaid Tschumi 
theoretical studies Landscape Urbanism 
More recently, architects have paid attention to landscape and projects in which landscape 
figures prominently and in unusual forms: for example, Zaha Hadid's imploded fragments 
of building matter settling into immense hillsides and regionally scaled infrastructure, Rem 
Koolhaas and the Office for Metropolitan Architecture wherein new syntheses of building, 
landscape, and region are formed in every project. 
The single most significant project in terms of forging a new architecture of the landscape 
was Bernard Tschumi's Pare de la Villette in Paris, 1983-1990. While still highly controversial, 
the park reversed the traditional role of nature in the city, bringing the density, congestion, 
and richness of the city to the park to promote landscape as a means of injecting social and 
institutional vibrancy into the city. This project demonstrates the landscape surface should 
alliances. 
•2 case studies 
Landscape Urbanism 
Ponte Parodi, Genoa by UN Studio 
Landscape as fold and surface 
Horizontality maximizes opportunities for roaming, connecting, interrelating, assembling 
and moving. 
The programmes on the piazza are organized around their activities, spanning almost the 
full 24 hours a day. It consists of different programme clusters to achieve a sense of a spatial 
continuity with the aid of sightlines.The central piazza is laid out on a continuous, horizontal 
plane, whereas the roof scape is laid out like a park, with beaches, sports fields and other 
public spaces situated on different levels. 
•2 case studies 
Landscape Urbanism 
a 
Olympic Sculpture Park, Seattle, 2001-2006 by Weiss / Manfredi Architects 
Landscape as a remedial agent 
Landscape urbanism arose as a mechanism to deal with landscape as a remedial agent with-
in urban areas, in the developing as well as the developed world.The three former industrial 
sites were occupied by oil and gas corporation until 1970s is transformed into a new 9 acres 
Olympic Sculpture Park in Downtown Seattle. 
Solution 
A zigzag path bridging the existing transportation systems to link up with the three frag-
mented sites for a continuous landform.The architect reshapes the existing ground and con-
structs a new topography to create connections and response to the new and experience of 
nature to the city. 
HBI^ BB^ B 
•2 case studies 
Landscape Urbanism 
Villa VPRO by MVRDV 
Landscape as a model for process 
landscape works to construct the ground for future occupations and events. It should be 
projected into the future and allowed to grow in overtime' Stan Allen 
'In landscape, these values are expressed through a system of open-ended design that is also 
largely based on setting up a biological process, through time, show its effect on the site, 
constructing its landscape' Anita Berrizheita 
Villa VPRO by MVRDV in which the building manifests itself as an uninterrupted continuation 
of a landscape surface. According to MVRDV's illustration, the structure of VPRO is a model 
for process, the process of negotiation, implementation and construction.The company un-
able to predict with certainty their needs (changing technologies, changing work patterns 
and the corporate hierarchies), MVRDV creates it as a series of spaces and surfaces, flexible 
enough to evolve over time while specific enough to give a direction to the future growth. 
ing quickly to change needs and demands. 
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•2 case studies 
Landscape Urbanism 
Los Angels West Coast: The Steel Cloud( Unbuilt project) by Asymptot 
In 1987 New York City ce lb rated the centennial of the Statue of Liberty, in 1988 the mayor of 
OS Angeles launched an international competition for the West Coast Gateway to envision a 
west coast equivalent of the Statue of Liberty. The competition was won by Asymptote Hani 
Rashid and Lisa Ann Couture. 
The project is located directly above the Hollywood Freeway in LA. it consists of different 
programme uses: galleries, libraries, cinemas, parks, plazas, and an equarium which is in-
spired by the importance of information and technology. 
The Steel Cloud is a prop that attempts to amend the bifurcated city. The architectural as-
semblage makes scale and meaning purposely disconcerting. Aquariums and suspended 
landscape surface hover above the skyline, the galleries, libraries, theatres, cinemas, parks 
and plazas all intersect the fluid and transient space of the city reflecting a new phenom-
enon of urban space in late 20th century which is ever changing and flexible. 
4.2 theoretical studies Groundscape 
Landscape is tackled from an angle that reveals amore complex environmental, aesthetic 
and formal sensibility, one more in tune with our contemporary world.The Land&Scape se-
ries deals with landscape in terms of both compositional modalities and their technicalre-
alization, escaping in the direction of new conditions and conceptions; being foever com-
bined, as in a chemical reaction, with the'other'and narrated as a rich and complex process 
oftransversality and transition rather than as a physical entity in itself." 
The development of Groundscape is based on two main strategies: one is reacting to existing 
ground conditions while the other is to create new ground. This is closely affected by nature 
of the site, either urban or sub-urban. In urban area, the new ground is made to provide city 
ground in high density region. In sub-urban area, the objective is to merge with the existing 
lifted off the ground raised ground exposed ground embedded in the ground 
l i l L 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































5.0 experimental site Central 
site area The experimental site is located directly above the Connaught Road Central running from 
Hand Seng Bank to the Statue Square (highlighted in orange colour) and the existing Central 
part of the footbridge network (highlighted in yellow colour). Background of Centra I and the 
conflicts between pedestrian and vehicle have been mentioned in the previous chapter.This 
part of Connaught Road Central is the first barrier to blockthe urban fabric. 
Also, the proposed site area is adjoining with, the existing Central Market, the existing po-
dium garden in Exchange square and the existing Star Ferry Carpark. Opportunity of inter-
weaving with various disciplines of the adjoining spaces, existing topography, surface mate-
rial and scale should be explored. 
5.1 site analysis reclamation history 
central 
Owing to the mountainous topography of Hong Kong, reclamation is commonly carried out 
to create land along the both sides of the Victoria Harbour to match with the rapid urban 
expansion in Hong Kong. The consecutive reclamation in different period has caused a great 
separation to the inner city. Besides, the previous waterfront area was initiated by major ve-
hicular infrastructure like Connaught Road Central, Des Voeux Road.They become the major 
barrier to block the continuity of urban fabric. 
5.1 site analysis road network breaks the urban continuity 
central 
The roads divided the lands into irregular shape and it caused poor accessibility in the city 
fabric. Connaught Road Central, Des Voeux Road Central and the tall commercial buildings 
are the major obstruction to break the continuity of urban fabric. Those building were run-
ning along the water edge in different period of time due to the past economic importance 
of the Victoria Harbour, most of the high density development and skyscrapers were devel-
oped in liner form along the water front. 
5.1 site analysis building mass 
central 
梦;sis；:》、 
The figure - ground plan shows the morphology of the central district. Buildings were run-
ning along the water edge in different period of time. 
5.1 site analysis lacking of open space 
central 
Open space are unevenly distributed in Central District. Statue Square, Edinburgh Place, 
Charter Garden, HK Park and HK Zoological & Botanical Gardens are the major public open 
space. Besides, podium gardens in the Exchange Square and IFC 2 are the only open spaces 
could be found in the commercial district.The leftover space between building fabric are of-
ten became landscape garden or park. Leftover space is including the space along or under 
highways and waterfront area. Furthermore, large amounts of waterfront area are occupied 
by unattractive uses such as the government's utility facilities and installations. 
5.1 site analysis pedestrian networks conflict with the vehicular net 
central 
"Moving element in a city, and in particular the people and their activities, are as important as 
the stationary physical parts" 
Kevin Lynch, The Images of The City 
Open space and pedestrian network are always uncared during the urban planning espe-
cially in the commercial district. Financial gain should always become the first priority during 
considerations. As a result, pedestrian flow networks are found competing with the vehicular 
net and struggling in-between the building blocks.There are four kinds of pedestrian move-
ment pattern in Central: (1) underground subway of MTR stations, (2) a ground floor pe-
destrian network integrated with a pedestrian underpass beneath Connaught Road Central 
linking Statue Square to the existing waterfront at the Edinburgh Place, (3) elevated walkway 
major shopping centres and hotel. 
pedestrian movement on ground level 
\ y 
Pedestrian network on ground level. Pedestrianisation of Chiu Lung Street, Theatre Lane, 
Queen's Road Central, D'Aguilar Street, Lan Kwai Fong and Wo on Lane during weekends. 
5.1 site analysis pedestrian networks conflict with the vehicular net 
central 
A smooth pedestrian flow along North-South axis on the ground level is almost unfeasible 
owing to the high demand of traffic density in Central. An alternative layer of circulation, an 
elevated footbridge network, to connect city fabric to allow continuity movement becomes 
an important pedestrian linkage in the city. However, the network systems were in clusters 
form. Linkage between existing shopping areas and major open space are often uninviting 
and inconvenient. 
5.1 site analysis land use pattern 
central 
Land use along the clusters of footbridge network is generally public use including shops, 
cafes, museums, open spaces. Most of the public uses progammes are located in the inner 
part of the city. 
A smooth pedestrian flow along North-South axis on the ground level is almost unfeasible 
owing to the high demand of traffic density in Central. An alternative layer of circulation, an 
elevated footbridge network, to connect city fabric to allow continuity movement becomes 
an important pedestrian linkage in the city. However, the network systems were in clusters 
form. Linkage between existing shopping areas and major open space are often uninviting 
and inconvenient. 












Characteristics of different zones along the proposed site area. 
5.1 site analysis visual corridor 
Harbour view HK-Macau Ferry Terminal 
Central Market 






Visual corridor along the proposed site 
5.1 site analysis pedestrian network in inner city in terms of cultural / historical layers 
heritage trail in central 
Heritage trail in Central links up historic buildings and sites, enabling travellers to have a bet-
ter understanding of the growth and development of the Districts. The Central District is the 
heart of the city which was first developed with the inception of British rule in 1841. Build-
ings of the Western style then quickly sprung up. The early 20th century saw Hong Kong 
developed into a metropolis aided by extensive reclamations extending the waterfront and 
development projects which were carried out at frequent intervals. Th 
of 42 historical buildings and sites. Significant historical buildings wh 
ished and memorial stones are also included in the route to enable vis 
landmarks of the Central District. 
s Route covers a total 
ch have been demol-
tors to recapture past 
5.1 site analysis pedestrian network in inner city in terms of cultural / historical layers 
heritage trail in central 
Edinburgh Place 
City Hall 
Hong Kong Club 
Old Supreme Court 
(Legislative Council Building) 
Old Site of Cricket Club 
Old Site of City Hall 
Former French Mission Building 
(Court of Final Appeal) 
Old Site of Murray House 
S t John's Cathedral 
The trail starts from the Edinburgh Place to St. John's Cathedral. 
Flagstaff House 
(Museum of Tea Ware) 
Rawlinson House 
(Cotton Tree Drive 
Marraige Registry) 
Old Victoria Barracks 
Joint Liaison Group Office 
{Office of the Former Chief 
Executives of the HKSAR. 
St. Joseph's College 
First Church of Christ 
S t Paul's Coeducational College 
Hong Kong Zoological & 
Botanical Gardens 
Women's club and hostel. 
Peak Tram Terminus 
The second part of the trail starts from Flagstaff House (Museum of Tea Ware) to 
PeakTram Terminus. 
5.1 site analysis pedestrian network in inner city in terms of cultural / historical layers 
heritage trail in central 
Catholic Cathedral of Immaculate Conception 
Victoria Prison 
Former Central Magistracy 
Central Police Station 
Original Site of the Xing Yan Lou 
Western Restaurant 
Original Site of the China Daily Office 
Commemorative Plaque for Dr. Jose Rizal 
Original Site of the He Ji Zhan Fruit Stall 
Fringe Club & Foreign Correspondents' Club 
Bishop's House 
St. Paul's Church 
Duddeli Street Steps and Gas Lamps 
Redder Building 
Original Waterfront in 1841 
(The Landmark) 
Old site of General Post Office 
The final part of the trail starts from the Government Hosue to the Redder Building. 











OPEN SPACE/ACTIVITIES SPACE 
AIRPORT EXPRESS 




MAJOR PEDESTRIAN PATH ATG/F 
SCALE: 1:1500 
5.1 site analysis pedestrian networkof leisure and consumption at footbridge level (1/F) 













OPEN SPACE/ACTIVITIES SPACE 
MAJOR PEDESTRIAN PATH AT 1/F 
ALEXANDRA HOUSE • 
PRICE BUILDING •… 
5.1 site analysis programmatic studies 
central Three kind of urban relief type is proposed, they are (1) spiritual and cultural, (2) Physical and 
(3) Leisure and consumption 
P rog rammat i c ne tworks 
Spiritual & Cultural 
(mind) 
Art, museum , religious / meditation space 




Jogging, sport fields, cycling, fitness studio, dancing place 
Leisure and consumption 
(Shopping / eating) Bar, lounge, cafe, restaurant, cinema, shops 
spiritual & cultural 
physical / sport 
�< A A A 
广、、、 
y 
leisure & consumption 
5.2 design strategies design strategies 
A specific design strategy can be framed to response to the issues raised in the critiques in 
which they are fixed. The design strategies proposed to be at an urban scale level in order to 
provide opportunity for interpretation when specific site is explored. 
Rather than an object, the thesis attempts to design an integrated component of landscape 
in the city to extend the urban life into the walking surfaces, the existing buildings and to ar-
ticulate around different topological zones corresponding to different programmatic areas. 
Notions as density, intensity, transparency and permeability should be addressed. 
Surface as strategy 
A free walking surface is proposed as an alternative footbridge network.The surface as bear-
er of elements is the key strategic field on which landscapes may be organized and designed. 
It is agreed that on the surface which objects and spaces are integrated in relationship to the 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































6.1 final design design concept 
overall planning (i) Pedestrian Network from Mid-levels to Central Waterfront 
The existing pedestrian network is fragmented and incompleted. The thesis proposed the 
overall pedestrian network strategies to explore the pedestrian surface making and path 
making of the Central district. A number of city anchors are identified, e.g. New Government 
Headquarters, Statue Square Corridor, IFC/Existing Major Shopping Clusters,Central Market, 
Central Police Station Compound, etc. 
Possible site location should be of great intensity, great potential for redevelopment and 
under-used open space. The site should be then transformed to part of the pedestrian sur-









I Kwai Fong 
Central Police Sta-
tion Compound 
6.1 final design design concept 
overall planning (ii) Programmatic Diagram - 3 elements of Urban Relief 
Three type of urban relief methods have been identified: 
1. Spiritual & Cultural (mind)- Art, museum, religious / mediation space 
2. Physical (sport) - jogging, sport fields, cycling, fitness studio, dancing place 
3. Leisure and consumption (shopping/eating) - Bar, lounge, cafe, restaurant, cinema, shops 
(iii) Surface Strategies 
With reference to FOA's interpretation of surfces, four major kind of surface typologies: bi-






ph>sical Z I 
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\ entertainment \ cultural 
cultural y T 
o 
bifurcated planar rippled 
6.1 final design design concept 
overall planning (iv) Landscape Strategies 
Four landscape prototypes have been identified.They are serving as a connective landscape 
element to enhance the pedestrian movement network. 
landscape prototype I 
lawn / tree 
landscape prototype I 
lawn / tree + path 
landscape prototype III 
lawn / tree + water 
landscape prototype IV 
water + path 
Intersection of paths serves as a node to become an event space / open space for people 
gathering 
6.1 final design design concept 
overall planning (v) Pedestrian Movement 
(a) Spatial Experience 
0 0 O o 
Flat & Monotonous Topographical & Various 
(b) Single / Multi-directional Movement 
Existing pedestrian movement pattern: 
Single directional paths 
Proposed pedestrian movement pattern: 
Multi-directional paths to promote free walking experience 
(c) Displacement / Walking Distance /Travelling Time 
6.1 final design design concept 
overall planning (vi) Environmental / Visual Study 
The vehicles on Connaught Road Central release a large amount of C02; therefore, it is pro-
posed to have a plantation of greenery elements of regular intervals along the park, so that 
the C02 is processed by the plants before being released to the open air. 
� 
\ � \ P a r k 
\ 





- L o w Stress 
:Traffic Road 
Low Stress 
(vii) Relationship with the Existing Ground 
The day lighting of the Connaught Road Central will still be maintained by the regular pat-
tern of the light voids. 
natural lighting through void 
on landscape surface 
natural lighting / ventilation 
from landscape roof 
6.1 final design design concept 
overall planning (viii) Relationship with the Existing Urban fabric 
visual effect to / / / / / / / / 厂 
exisiting urban . " � " " ' ' 
fabric 
V/////A 
(ix) Structural System 
t i ^ 广 f Jf/ 
6.2 f^ nal design 
overall planning 
Site study 
The entrances of the existing Central Market, (left) Entrance ot 
Queen's Road Central (right) Entrance or ues Vouex Road Lentrai 
Rennovation of Central Market 
Museum of Central History 
History of Central Market 
The four-storey Central Market was built in 
1938 with Bauhaus Style. The reinforced con-
crete structure with high ceiling and equipped 
with many facilities is regarded as the most ad-
vanced market at that moment. There are two 
entrances of the market The entrance of Des 
Vouex Road Central is on G/F while the Queen's 
Road Central entrance bridges the first floor. 
It has a high value of both historical and contextual significance summarized as follows: 
Historical 
(1) It embraces over 160 years of history and is a symbolic representation of the can-
ton Bazaar and the former Central Market. 
(2) The existing architecture function as a market more than 60 years, 
(3) The existing site had been a historical landmark which witnessed the development 
changes of Central, 
(4) It represents a pioneer of the modern indoor market at the time. 
(5) It was built between WWl and WW2 (1919-1939) which was a period of political, 
social-economic changes and architectural movement. It is also the departure 






Record Plan of Central Market 
M . 
Sr. 
6.2 final design Rennovation of Central Market 
overall planning Museum of Central History 
Contextual 
It is close to the other cultural heritages such as the Central 
Police Station Compound and Dr. Sun Yat-sen Heritage trail 
to become a rich diversity of social, cultural and architectural 
significance area. 
Bauhaus style of Central Market 
The Central Market is a four-storey high rectangular building 
with Bauhaus style.The facades runs from the G/F to 3/F with 
no surplus ornaments but strip window walls running across 
the fa(;ade with shading at the East and West elevation. 
In the middle of the Central Market, there is an open court-
yard to improve the circulation movement in the market and 
enhance natural lighting and ventilation of the market. 
with shading 
West elevation. 
The Central Market is becoming a 
'Central Escalator Link Alley Shopping 
Currently, the Central Market is served as a "Central Escalator 
Link Alley Shopping Arcade" which is linked by two sets of 
footbridges - (1) Central Elevated Walkway and (2) the Cen-
tral-Mid-Levels Escalators. 
Serving as one of the important anchors in Central with its 
historical and contextual significance, it is a kind of misuse to 
become solely a passage way for people. Therefore, it is pro-
posed to renovate it to become a Museum of Central History 
extend to the proposed pedestrian surfaces to become a rich 
movement network in Central. 
The Central Market is connected by the 
Central-Mid-Levels Escalators and the 
Central Elevated Walkway. 
6.2 final design Rennovation of Central Market 
overall planning Museum of Central History 
Design 
Entrances 
The entrances of (1) Des Vouex Road Central, (2) 
the Queen's Road Central and (3) from the foot-
bridge level should be maintained to preserve 
the original facade and elevations of the Central 
Market. 
Structure 
Columns and beams 
The existing reinforced concrete columns and 
beams should be maintained to provide with 
the simple and flexible layout for various func-
tions which is same as the original design con-
cept for the market functions. 
Central Courtyard 
The linear central courtyard in the Central Mar-
ket should also be maintained to provide natu-
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Footbridge Level - Roof Level 
linkage to Central Mid-levels Elevator 
Ground Floor Level Upper Ground Floor Level 
6.2 final design Rennovation of Central Market 
overall planning Museum of Central History 
6.3 final design planning study 
overall planning (i) Circulation - public access 
Fast track connectors between inner city and the promenade. 
I \ 
6.3 final design planning study 
overall planning (ii) Circulation - internal paths 
， 
Inner connectors within the surface linking various urban fabric. 
6.3 final design 
overall planning 
planning study 
(iii) Landscape roof 
Roofless landscape to form new topographical greenery spaces in the city. 
�� 
\ � ~ J • 
Cultural, sports, and entertainment facilities integrated with pedestrian transportation in-
frastructure 
6.3 final design planning study 




6.3 final design planning study 
overall planning (v) Void / Skylight 
Cultural, sports, and entertainme Natural lighting/ventilation is provided throughout the 
movement journey by skylight and light void/atrium nt facilities integrated with pedestrian 
transportation infrastructure 
6.3 final design planning study 
overall planning (vi) Building Scale 























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































6.6 final design perspectives 
(1) Exchange Square / Landscaped Park 
The Exchange Square serves as popular existing public open space and would be connected 
to the new pedestrian surface. The indoor and outdoor space are connected seamlessly so 
that the fragmented public spaces between old and new are inter-linked. 
The roof of the pedestrian surface is topographical and provided with various landscape 
features. Original transportation infrastructure is transformed into a public park with various 
social activities, which would act as the key city element for urban relief. 
6.6 final design perspectives 
(2) Ferry Museum / Statue Square Corridor 
Ramp/Subway connecting the 
pedestrian surface with the 
Statue Square Corridor 
The Star Ferry ClbckTower is a key landmark for visitors to Hong Kong. Its continued visibility 
to users of the open spaces in the area as well as to visitors arriving at Star Ferry Pier. It is the 
start/end point for the Central Heritage Trail. 
Statue Square corridor: a linear park extending along a landscape deck from Statue Square 
and the Hong Kong Bank to the waterfront and providing a visual link between Hong Kong's 
historic and financial core and the new waterfront. 
The Star Ferry Pier is preserved as the historical memories of the Central district.. The new 
Ferry Museum is designed to integrate with the pedestrian surface to connect te existing 
historical landmarks, open spaces and promenade area. 
The overall spatial organization uses a three-dimensional branching pattern like an inter-
twining tree as its basis. The system of paths thus bifurcates according to the human relief 
type (cultural/physical/leisure), following the path from the general to the particular. 
6.6 final design perspectives 
(3) Topographical Pedestrian Movement 
6.6 final design perspectives 
(4) Connection with Street Level 
The elevated pedestrian surfaces provided with stair/escalator connection to the ground 
floor street level.,which would become extent ion of the landscaped roof. Natural skylight, 
sunshading and greenery ground cover are provided as amenity for street activities. Natural 
light void/skylight are provided on the bottomside of the surface to enhance ventilation/ 
lighting of the existing vehicular roads of Connaught Road Central. 
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